


Area IV

Mill Creek Pony Club Horse Trials at
Longyiew kicks off the season for Area IV on
May 14-15. This Kansas-City based event of-
fers BN-P as well as combined tests. This year,
competitors can enjoy the newly modified
cross-country tracksl Check out the complete
preview on page 36.

Otter Creek will host their spring event on
May 20-22, and competitors have their choice
of divisions from starter through Intermediate.
The courses are very spectator-friendly, and
have rolling hills with great sandy footing, Asa
reminder, competitors must use pinny holders
for this event—they can be purchased on-site
for $15.

During the [ast weekend in May, riders can
enjoy Briar Fox Farm Horse Trials. Want to
learn more about their courses? Check out the
virtua! course walks, and tons of other clinics
and schooling shows, at www. TheHorseFarm.
com—many new jumps added this year] Also,
the Beginner Novice courses are perfect for
new eventers.

AreaV

ifyou’re near Weatherford, Texas, come check
out the Weatherford and Greenwood Farm
CIC1#/2% on the first weekend in May. The
event will offer not only divisions through n-

termediate, but also Future and Young
Svent Horse classes as well. Check out
www. GreenwoodFarmOnline.com to  see
photos of all the courses.

The oldest sanctionad horse trials
in Area V, Jubilee Horse Trials, will host
their one-day event on May 14, giving
competitors their choice of BN-T divi-
sions. This Arkansas event is run mostly
by volunteers from the Rackensack
Pony Club.

The Texas Lions Camp Charity
HT at Meadow Creek offers the sole
SmartPak USEA Training Three-Day
Event in Area V on May 27-29. Addi-
tionally, Movice and Beginner Novice
“mini” three-day eventing tests will run,
as well as horse trial divisions chrough
Intermediate/Preliminary.

Area V1
On May 13-15, Galway Downs will
offer their spring horse trials for BN-1

- divisions, the third event in their early-

season series. YEH classes will also be
offered, giving riders whao’d like to com-
pete in the West Coast YEH Champi-
onships (Twin Rivers, Sept. 22-23) the
chance to qualify.

The Spring Event at Woodside will
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Over 300 riders competed from Begin-

e ner Novice.through Preliminary over two
days. Barly arrivals on Friday had to bundle
up their horses overnighr and woke up to a
light frost, but the sun quickly warmed to
perfect riding weather in the 60's and 70’s
over both days.

Show jumping course designer Marc
Donovar’s Howing track caused very few
problems ar all levels and was praised by competitors as a good early-season course.

Susan Beebee and Wolf earned one of the lowest dressage scores of the week-
#nd, a 20.9, o win a competitive Open Preliminary division of thirty-two starters.
They earned just 1.6 time penalties on cross-country. Beebee also placed ninth in the
same division with her Advanced parter Prowler. Both horses are owned by Plan Bee
Equestrian LLC.

Jan Byyny and Why Not continued their successful spring season finishing sec-
ond to Beebee on a 24.3. Jan also won Open Novice-B with BeBe LaRue RRS. Jules
Ennis and her horse Walstraed added nothing to their dressage score to take the win
in the Preliminary Rider division on 25.2, over ten points ahead of second-placed
Dayne Lee and Full Bloom. Cross-country time faulrs caught quite a few riders, but
Tremaine Cooper’s course rode well with only five pairs accurnulating jump penal-
ties out of both large Preliminary divisions.

Scores were right in most divisioms. North Carolina rider Benjamin Tursam and
Pilgrim Du Barquer edged out Devlin Murphy and Goodtime Goggles in the closest
finish to win in Open Training A. Both riders finished on 29.1.

In a large Beginner Novice rider division, Rebecca Mahaffey and Cookies I
Cream moved up from second after dressage to take the win over Jvl Lavera and
Kentucky Karma by just 0.5 points.

ABOVE: Susan Beebes won the Open Pre-
[minary division aboard Woli. She also rode
Prowler (pictured) in the division to place
Oth. (INDSAY BERRETH PHGTO
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BY LEstie THRELKELD
COMPETITORS GOT A
TASTE OF SOUTHERN

SUMMERS AT THE PINE
Top Farm Horse Tri-
ALs ON Marcn 19-20.
Temperatures in the
mid-80's on Sarurday
were countered sud-
denly by an overnight storm and dreary gray clouds
for Sunday’s cross-country competition.

Phillip Dutron and Doug Payne each competed
seven horses: Dutton pilored Nina Gardner's Indie
to a first place finish in Open Preliminary, adding
no penalties to their dressage score of 26.4, while his
primaty rider, Jennie Prannigan, was sidelined with
a broken collarbone. Doug Payne won the Open
Wovice division on the 2009 FEH Champ Royal
Tribute on a score of 24.0.

Pine Top’s Cross-Couatry course designer John
Williams rode two mounts in Open Training. He
and Reba Dean were tied for first place on a dressage
score of 25.5 with Amy Barrington and Kemmerlin
until they crossed the finish kine on cross-country
closest to the optimum time to secure the win. Wil-
liams also finished in third place on Finnegan ona
score of 29.9.

Rachel Benoit and The Conman were victorious
in the competitive Open Beginner-Novice division,
moving up from fourth after dressage to finish on
a 33.4. This was Benoit’s fisst crip o Area III after
maintaining a strict training schedule for “Conner”

ABOVE: Kathleen Hall and Sut-
livan won the Training Rider di-
visicn at Pine Top Spring Horse
Trials. HOOFCLIX. COM PHOTO

_to prepare for the upcoming season while also keep-

ing up her full-time English studies and working to
pay for her horsey habit. “New Hampshire during
the winter is tough. I had to think ourside of the
boz,” Benoit said. “Pm really proud of what he did.”

Benoit bought Conner from a hunter/jumper
barn two years ago and she describes him as will-
ing but sensitive. “As little as he was being ridden,
he was so enthusiastic,” she said. “He has thrived
under his new program, and it is nice to see how his
personality has emerged.”

This dedicated pair will be moving up to Novice
in Area I this year: “Prelim is a good goal for us in
the future.”

Nine-year-old Avery Lewis and the grey Conne
tnara Balmuile’s Beacon, owned by Vanessa Mor-
gan, stole hearts competing in Avery’s first recog-
nized event in the Juniot/Young Rider Beginner
MNovice division. The ralented duo moved up from
14th after dressage to finish in eighth place. “She
had a biast. She can’t stop talking about it,” said
Avery’s father, Jeff Lewis.

Avery is an active Pony Clubber and has been
riding since age two, but it seems she has found her
niche in eventing. “She likes the challenge of three
phases,” Jeff said.

Avery goes straight to the barn on her parent’s
property when she gets home from school every day.
At Pine Top she introduced herself to each one of
the upper level riders she admires and even negotiat-
ed a few aurographs; her biggest hero is Gina Miles.

“¥e call ourselves Team Lewis. We work togeth-
er to make this happen,” Jeff said. Then he added,
“The eventing crowd is the nicest group of people
you could ever meet. It’s like walking around a vil-
lage; everyone is so friendly.”
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